MAUWACII Byzantion coin from Paphlagonian Hadrianopolis 549
Ne 19. 2025

DOI: 10.53737/2713-2021.2025.60.56.027

Ersin Celikbas, Fatma Kizilyal¢in Oyar¢in
BYZANTION COIN FROM PAPHLAGONIAN HADRIANOPOLIS®

This article presents a silver coin of Byzantion discovered in 2023 in rock-cut tomb M-14 at the Southern
Necropolis of Paphlagonian Hadrianopolis. Dated to the Late Classical-Early Hellenistic Period (340—320
BCE)), the coin features the legend ITY on the obverse, depicting a bull standing above a dolphin to the left, with
a windmill-shaped incuse on the reverse. The structures and finds were unearthed by archaeological
excavations started in Hadrianopolis at 2003 generally indicate the Late Roman-Early Byzantine period
urbanization of the city. This situation gave the impression that Hadrianopolis was a weak city during the
Hellenistic and Early Roman periods, and that there was no settlement in the city at all. However, the coin we
examined in this study provides important information about the Charon tradition in Hadrianopolis and
supports the argument that Hadrianopolis should not be considered merely a Late Antique city, but also held
an important settlement in the region during the Hellenistic and Early Roman periods.
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IpcuH Yenukodam, @Patva Kepuisinuun OsipuynH
MOHETA BU3AHTUA U3 TAPJITAT'OHCKOI'O AAPUAHOIIOJIA

[IpemmeToMm 3TO# cTaThul sBIsieTCS MOHeTa Br3aHTus, 0OOHapy»KeHHAas B BHICEUYCHHON B CKalle TPOOHHMIIS
M-14 w3 HOxnHoro Hekporomsi B TadiaroHckoM Appuanomosie B ce3oH 2023 1. JlatmpoBanHas
MO3/THEKJIACCUYECKUM — paHHERUIMHUCTHYECKUM niepruojioM (340—320 rr. 10 H.3.), MOHETa UMEET JIETeH Ty
ITY Ha aBepce, H300pakalolIyI0 CHISIIEro ObIka BBEPXY M Aeib(rHa BHU3Y CIIEBa, a TAK)KE HAKOBAIBHIO B
(opme BeTpsiHON MelTpbHHIBI Ha peBepce. [locTpolikn 1 HaXoAKHM, 0OHApyKEHHBIE B XOJe apXEOJOTHIECKUX
packomok, HadaThix B Agpuanomnosie B 2003 1., B II€lOM YKa3bBalOT Ha YpOaHHM3AIMIO TOpoIa
MO3THEPUMCKOTO—PaHHEBU3aHTUHCKOTO — MepHoja. JTa CHUTyalnuss cO34aBaja BIIEYAaTICHUE, YTO
AnpuaHoronb ObuT cnabbIM TOPOAOM B JJUIMHACTHUYECKUNW W PAaHHEPUMCKUH TMEPHOMABI, U YTO B TOPOJE
B0OOIIIE He ObIIO TToceneHnid. OTHAKO MOHETA, KOTOPYIO MBI MCCIIEZIOBAJIH B paMKaX JAHHOTO MCCIIEIOBAHUA,
NPEAOCTaBISIET BAXKHYIO HHQOpMAIIHIO O Tpaauluyu XapoHa B AJpUaHOIoJe U MOATBEPKIACT HAly TOUKY
3pEHHS O TOM, YTO AJIPUAHOIONb CIeIyeT PACCMaTPUBATh HE TOJBKO KaK MO3AHEAHTUYHBINA TOPOJ, HO U KaK
Ba)XHOE TIOCEJICHNE B PETHOHE B DIUTMHUCTUIECKUI U PAaHHEPUMCKHUN TIEPUOIBI.
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Introduction

Paphlagonian Hadrianopolis is located 3 km west of the Eskipazar district of Karabiik province,
in an area called Viransehir and its surroundings (Fig. 1). The city includes the villages of Budaklar,
Biiyiikyayalar, Cayli, and Beytarla. Today, the remains of the city are concentrated in Budaklar
Village and Hac1 Ahmetler Neighborhood (Keles et al. 2011: 39; Keles 2021: 4; Celikbas, Oyargin
2022: 179; Celikbas, Verim 2022: 60; Oyarg¢in, Celikbas 2023: 472). Looking at the chronological
process of the city, it has been established that settlement in the region existed from the Late
Chalcolithic period (Kalkan, Celikbas 2022: 417—431) and continued until the Middle Ages, as
evidenced by the architectural remains in the city and the findings from the excavations conducted in
2020 (Oyargin, Celikbas 2023: 469—484; Celikbas, Oyar¢in 2024: 751—767).

The first known name of the city, which was part of Galatia around the 5™ BCE, is Caesarea
Proseilemmeneitai (Marek 1993: 102; Belke 1996: 155; Matthews et al. 2009: 44). The city's name was
turned into Hadrianopolis during the Roman period to honor Emperor Hadrian (117—138 CE) after his
visit and urban development activities in the city (Celikbas, Oyar¢in 2022: 179).

Fig. 1. Karabiik and Hadrianopolis (Excavation Archive).

Excavations started in Hadrianopolis in 2003 have unearthed many structures reflecting the Late
Roman-Early Byzantine urbanization of the city, such as a military tower, castle wall, a fountain,
three churches, a southern necropolis, two baths, and a villa (domus). The coins and other finds
discovered in these structures are also mostly dated to the Late Roman and Early Byzantine (Oyar¢in
2019: 442—A451; Oyargin 2021: 171—190; Celikbas, Oyarg¢in 2022: 179—188; Oyargin, Kizilyal¢in
Oyargin 2024: 104—127; Celikbas, Oyarcin 2024: 751—767). Excavations started in 2018 at the
Hadrianopolis Southern Necropolis, where traces of the Late Roman-Early Byzantine periods as well
as the city's early periods have been found. During the excavations at the Hadrianopolis Southern
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Necropolis, 115 rock-cut tombs were unearthed, and numerous Early Roman finds were discovered
inside the tombs (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Site plan and location of Southern Necropolis.

Important datas about the Hellenistic and Early Roman periods of the city have been obtained
from the Southern Necropolis. One of the most important pieces of this data are seven Roman
provincial coins minted in Hadrianopolis, discovered in rock-cut tombs M-33, M-46, M-63, and
M-69. Thanks to these coins discovered in the Southern Necropolis of Hadrianopolis, where coin
minting was previously unknown, it has been determined that coins were minted at least during the
reigns of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus. Three of the coins found as individual finds in different
tombs in the Southern Necropolis have been dated to the reign of Marcus Aurelius, while the
remaining four coins have been dated to Lucius Verus (Celikbas, Oyar¢in 2022: 179—188).
Forty-eight caligae pins dating to the 2™ century CE were also discovered in tomb M-46
(Celikbag, Cakmak 2025: 102). In 2021, an iron mask belonging to a Roman cavalryman and various
pieces of armor were found in a square structure. These military objects are prove the Roman military
presence in the city. The caligae pins found in the Southern Necropolis are also among the finds
belonging to the Early Roman soldiers identified in Hadrianopolis (Celikbas, Cakmak 2025: 102-
103). In addition to obtaining new datas related to Hadrianopolis in the Southern Necropolis, a single
Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period coin minted in Byzantion, which is the subject of our study,
was also found in tomb M-14 during 2023 excavation season (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Aerial Photo of Southern Necropolis and rock-cut tomb M 14 (Excavation Archive).

The obverse of Late Classical-Early Hellenistic (340—320 BCE) silver coin which has 2 siglos
currency, depicts a bull standing on a dolphin moving to the left with the legend ITY, while the reverse
a windmill-shaped incus (Fig. 4). No data from the Late Classical Period has been found in surveys
and scientific excavations in Hadrianopolis and its surroundings. The earliest coins date back to the
Roman Imperial Period. The Byzantion coin discovered in the Southern Necropolis is of great
importance as it is the earliest coin in Hadrianopolis. Although the coin dates back to the Late
Classical-Early Hellenistic period, most of the rock-cut tombs in the Southern Necropolis of
Hadrianopolis, where the Byzantion coin discovered in, date back to the Roman period. The first
question at this point is during which period the coin was left in the rock-cut tomb. The rock-cut
tombs in the South Necropolis reflect the chamosorion type carved into the bedrock. The chamosorion
type tombs, which are particularly deep and wide, have been dated to the 2™ century CE based on the
burial gifts discovered inside them. The shallow and narrow tombs, on the other hand, have been
determined to belong to the Late Roman-Early Byzantine period. Numerous pottery fragments from
the Prehistoric Period have also been found in the Southern Necropolis, which consists of tombs
carved into the limestone bedrock. The pottery from the Late Chalcolithic Period found in a sacrificial
pit carved into the bedrock indicates that the necropolis was used for different purposes over hundreds
of years (Kalkan, Celikbas 2022: 417—431).



MAUWACII Byzantion coin from Paphlagonian Hadrianopolis 553
Ne 19. 2025

Fig. 4. The Byzantion coin from Hadrianopolis (Excavation Archive).

It is currently hard to say whether the Byzantion coin discovered in the rock-cut tomb was left during
the Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period or the Roman period. However, the coin discovered in the
tomb has led to speculation that life existed in the Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period. It is also true
that more archaeological data is needed to seriously consider the existence of a tradition of burial gift
coins in the Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period in the Hadrianopolis region based on a single coin.
According to current archaeological data in Asia Minor, the Charon coin tradition, which is not well
known, is encountered in tombs in the Thracia and Macedonia. Regarding the Charon tradition, coins are
often of low value, whether placed in the mouth or hand of the individual at the moment of death or at the
time of burial, reflecting the characteristic nature of sometimes at the moment of death and sometimes at
the moment of burial, are generally of low value, reflecting the characteristic nature of this coin tradition
(Stevens 1991: 215—229; Yildirim 2009: 15—24; Keles 2014: 333—344). In other words, coins symbols
of'the intangible power of money have been seen as a way to touch the invisible world of the dead (Stevens
1991: 228). It is stated that Charon tradition first began to appear in Greek tombs in the 5™ century BCE
and continued to increase until the late 5™ century CE. They were not very common in the Greek world
during the Hellenistic period, but were more common in the Roman world (Stewens 1991: 223; Stefanakis
2002: 171; Keles 2014: 122). When examined in the context of coins, the earliest Greek tomb is dated to
the second quarter of the 5™ century BCE (Grinsell 1957: 262; Grinder-Hansen 1991: 210). In the Halae
Necropolis of Boeotia, which was used between the 6™ and 3™ centuries BCE, Charon coins found in
tombs dating from the end of the 4™ century BCE to the middle of the 3™ century BCE were discovered
in the mouth or head of the skeleton (Goldman, Jones 1942: 370; Yildirim 2009: 21). Therefore, it is
possible to consider the Byzantion coin should be related with Charon tradition. In this context, when
evaluated in general terms, the Byzantion coin found in the South Necropolis, which dates back to the
Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period, is one of the important pieces of evidence supporting the idea that
Hadrianopolis should not be considered only as a Late Antique city, but also that it had an important
settlement in the region during the Hellenistic and Early Roman periods. In addition, although the coin
that is the subject of this article was minted in the Late Classical-Early Hellenistic period, considering the
periods of the tombs in the Southern Necropolis and the finds in the tombs, it is more likely that it was
left in the tomb during the Roman period. At this point, it is certain that coins to be discovered in the
Hadrianopolis Southern Necropolis in the coming years will provide us with clearer data. In addition, the
fact that the silver Charon coin discovered in rock-cut tomb M-14 was minted in Byzantion suggests that
this tomb may belong to a Byzantion resident who lived and died in Hadrianopolis, and it is also quite
important in terms of showing that there were certain relations between the cities of Byzantion and
Hadrianopolis. In conclusion, while the Byzantion coin discussed in this article provides information
about the Charon tradition in the city and the existence of certain relationships between Hadrianopolis
and Byzantion, new tombs to be excavated in the Southern Necropolis in the coming years will
undoubtedly provide more comprehensive and clear data on these issues.
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Catalog

Byzantion

Late Classical-Early Hellenistic Period (340—320 BCE)

Obv. ITY

Standing bull; dolphin below, I.

Rev. Windmill shaped incuse.

Ref. SNG BM Black Sea, 36-41; SNG Cop. Thrace, plt. 9, no. 476; Schonert — Geiss, Byzantion 256—3590.

1. AR, 13 mm, 2.17 g, 11h, (Currency: " Siglos), 2023/Hadrianopolis Southern Necropolis, Inventory Code:
AIO-1.
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