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M. Slavova, 1. Prokopov
COIN HOARD WITH IMITATIONS OF PHILIP II FROM BULGARIA"

The subject of the publication is a coin hoard containing 179 imitations known as “East Celtic”. They
repeat the iconographic type of the tetradrachms of Philip II. The coin type is well known and falls into the
classifications of all researchers of the so-called Celtic coinage.

The authors of this material do not comment on the issue of the ethnic origin of the issuer. Also the about
question of the center of this abundant coinage. The purpose of the publication is to present one of the most
voluminous finds of this coin type discovered south of the Danube River. Another important aim of the
material is introduce into scientific circulation some results from the study of the weight and metal content of
the coins.

According to previous research, the range of distribution of this imitative type is mainly north of the
Danube River. They are included in all catalogs of Celtic coins, but information on their location is scarce.
Often the authors present information only from which collection the coins are from. It is only in his work
devoted to the so-called “Ghetto-Dacian” coinage that K. Preda gives a comprehensive picture of the main
hoards and the areas where they were discovered. It also offers information on treasures south of the Danube
River.

The place of storage of the coin treasure published here is extremely unusual. It is in the collection of the
Haskovo Regional History Museum. No similar finds, including single coins, have been found in the region
of Haskovo district, as well as on the territory of today's Southern Bulgaria. The authors have unconfirmed
information about the location of this coin hoard. The coins were discovered in today's Northeastern
Bulgaria.
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M. CaaBosa, U. IIpoxomnos
KA MOHET C UMUTALNUAMU ©®UJIAIIIIA 11 U3 BOJIT'APUN

[Ipenmerom myOnuKauu sBISETCS KAl MOHET, cojepkamuii 179 TONIeNoK, W3BECTHBIM Kak
«BOCTOYHO-KEIBTCKHI». OHHM TOBTOPSIOT MKOHOTpadmueckwit Tun Terpanpaxm Pwmmmma II. Tunm mMoneT
XOPOIIO U3BECTEH M MO KJIACCH(PHUKAIUAM BCEX MCCICI0BATEICH OTHOCUTCS K T.H. KEJIbTCKOM YeKaHKe.

ABTOpHI MaTepuajga He KOMMCHTHUPYIOT BOMPOC 00 ITHUYECKOW MPHUHAJICKHOCTH SMUTeHTa. Kak u o
LIEHTpe ATOW OOWNbHOW dYekaHKW. llenp myOnMkanum — BBECTH B HAy4YHBIH OOOPOT OJWUH U3 CaMbIX
00BEMHBIX KJIaJI0B MOHET AITOr0 THIIA, OOHApYXKEHHBIM K fory orT p. JyHail. Eme omHa BaxHas Ieib
MyOMUKAIM — BBECTH B HAYYHBIA OOOPOT Pe3yJbTaThl MCCICIOBAHUS Beca M COJNCPKAHUS MeTalia B
MOHETAaX.

CorlacHO TIPEeNBIAYIIIM HCCIICIOBAHUSAM, apeayl PacHpoCTPAaHCHHSI 3TOTO IOAPAXKATEIBHOTO THIIA
HAXOJUTCSI B OCHOBHOM K ceBepy OT p. JyHail. OHU BKIIIOUEHBI BO BCE KaTaJIOTH KEIBTCKUX MOHET, HO
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nH(popMauu 00 UX MECTOHAX0XKICHUH HeMHOro. YacTo aBTOPBI MPUBOAAT HH(OOPMAIIUIO TOIBKO O TOM, U3
KaKO# KOJUICKITMH MPOUCXOIAT MOHETHI. TONbKO B CBOEH paboTe, MOCBAIICHHOW TaK HAa3BIBAEMOW «TETTO-
nakckoi» udekanke, K. [lpeaa maetr mcyepnbIBaIOIIyI0 KapTHHY OCHOBHBIX KIJIAZOB W MECT, Tie OHH OBLIH
obHapyxenbl. OH Tarxke npeajaraeT HHGpOpMaIHIo 0 COKPOBHIIAX K IOTY OT p. dyHas.

MecTto XxpaHEeHHUS OMyOJMKOBAaHHOTO 37IeCh MOHETHOTO Kiajga KpaifHe HeoObrdHO. OH HaxOoguTcs B
coOpaHnn XacKOBCKOTO KpaeBeaueckoro myses. [10omoOHBIX HAXOMOK, B TOM YHCIIE €AMHUYHBIX MOHET, Ha
TeppuTOprH XacKOBCKOTO paiioHa, a Takke Ha Tepputopun coBpemenHol HOxuo#t bonrapun He
o0OHapyXeHO. ABTOPHI MPEJIaral0T CBOIO THIIOTE3y O MPOUCXOXKIEHUH Haxonakd. [lo nx MHEHHIO, MOHETHI
npoucxomar u3 CeBepo-Bocrounoit bonrapum. Bromne B0O3MOXHO, 9TO WX OTYCKAHWIM B PETHOHE,
pacmonoxxeHHOM 3a bankaHckumu ropamu, y p. JyHaii. T.e. MoHeTBI ObIIH BBHIMYyIIEHB! IPUMEPHO B 260—
270 KM K ceBepy OT MecTa OOHAPYIKEHUSI.

KiioueBble c10Ba: IMUTAINH, KEIBTHI, T€TO-TaKH, MOHETHI, Y€KaHKA, TETPAIPaXMbI, IPAXMBI.

06 aBTopax: Mapssna CitaBoBa', XaCKOBCKHii perHOHANBHBII HCTOpHUECKHil My3eii; Wb [Ipokomnos?,
PhD (Archaeology, Ancient Numismatics), Dr. habil. (History, Archaecology, Applied History), mpodeccop,
Oro-3amanueiii yauBepcuter «Heodur Prunckny, YHUBepcuTeT OHONHOTEKOBENEHUS U HH(POPMAIIMOHHBIX
TEXHOJIOTUI.

KonrakTHass wuHpopmanusi: 16300, Bonrapusi, r. XackoBo, I[lnomans CBoOompl, 19, XackoBckwuii
PerHOHATBHBIA HCTOPHYECKHil My3eit; e-mail: mslavova59@abv.bg; 2700, Bonrapus . braroesrpan, yi. Usana
MuxaiinoBa, 1. 66, FOro-3ananssnii yausepcureT «Heodut Prickmy»; e-mail: ilya.prokopov@gmail.com.

CATALOGUE

INCLUDING METRIC DATA AND RESULTS FROM X-RAY FLUORESCENCE
ANALYSIS BY GROUPS

X-ray fluorescence analysis is made on only one coin by each group. The analyzed coin is
illustrated and the number of the image corresponds to that in the catalog. The groups are divided
according to details in the iconography.

Group

No. 1 24/23 mm; 9.00 g; 6 h. (fig. 1).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 89.16; Cu 8.18; Fe 0.98; Zn 0.84; Ni 0.36; W 0.25; Pb 0.222
Rev. — Ag 80.55; Cu 16.94; Zn 1.10; Ni 0.94; W 0.24; Pb 0.227

No.2 24.524 mm; 7.45 g; 6 h
No.3 23.5/23 mm; 7.50g; 6 h
No.4 22/22.5mm; 7.45g;6h
No.5 22/22mm; 6.90 g; 12 h
No.6 22/21.5mm; 7.70 g; 6 h
No.7 23.5/23 mm; 6.80 g; 6 h
No.8 22/21.5mm; 7.95g; 12 h
No.9 24.5/22.5mm; 7.00 g; 1 h

No. 10 23/22 mm; 7.25¢g; 1 h
No. 11 23.5/23 mm; 7.65g; 1 h
No. 12 23.5/24 mm; 6.80 g; 10 h
No. 13 24.5/24 mm; 7.45; 3 h
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Group 11

No. 1 23.5/23.5 mm; 7.65 g; 5 h. (fig. 2).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 86.17; Cu 11.17; Zn 1.51; Ni 0.80; W 0.22; Pb 0.135
Rev. — Ag 89.99; Cu 8.04; Zn 1.37; Ni 0.26; W 0.21; Pb 0.138

No.2 23.5/22.5 mm; 7.50 g; 10 h
No.3 23/21.5mm; 7.50g;5h
No.4 23/22mm; 6.95¢g;9h
No.5 24/23mm; 7.30¢g;5h
No.6 22/21.5mm; 6.80¢g;5h
No.7 24/24mm;7.30g; 1h

No. 8 25/23.5mm; 7.45¢g;8h

No.9 23.5/23.5mm; 7.50 g; 6 h
No. 10 22/22 mm; 7.20 g; 3 h
No. 11 22.5/22 mm; 7.20 g; 4 h
No. 12 23/23 mm; 7.40 g; 12 h
No. 13 23/22.5 mm; 7.65 g; 6 h
No. 14 24.5/23.5 mm; 7.30 g; 6 h

Group 111

No. 1 23.5/22 mm; 8.10 g; 3 h. (fig. 3).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 85.83; Cu 11.92; Zn 1.44; N1 0.67; Pb 0.134

Rev. — Ag 85.49; Cu 11.53; Zn 1.72; N1 0.67; Fe 0.46; Pb 0.135
No.2 23.5/21.5mm; 7.35g; 12 h

No.3 22.521.5mm;7.15¢g;1h

No.4 24/21.5mm; 7.65¢g;2h

No.5 23/22mm; 7.50 g;9h

Group 1V

No. 1 23/22 mm; 7.25 g; 3 h. (fig. 4).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 80.15; Cu 16.51; Zn 1.65; Ni 1.58; Pb 0.123

Rev. — Ag 75.32; Cu 18.94; Ni 3.04; Zn 1.93; Fe 0.64; Pb 0.134
No.2 22.5/21.5mm; 6.95¢g;3 h

No.3 22/21.5mm;7.45g; 6h

No.4 23/22mm; 7.05g;3 h

No. 5 22.5/21.5mm; 6.70 g; 6 h

Group V

No.1 21.5/21.5 mm; 6.85 g; 3 h. (fig. 5).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 83.38; Cu 14.69; Zn 0.95; Ni 0.85; Pb 0.130
Rev. — Ag 68.04; Cu29.22; Ni 1.31; Zn 1.29; Pb 0.136
No.2 22.521.5mm; 7.55g; 12 h

No.3 23.524mm;7.15¢g;6h

No.4 23/23 mm; 7.40 g; 8 h

No.5 24/23mm; 7.30g; 6 h
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Group VI

No. 1 24/22.5 mm; 7.35 g; 12 h. (fig. 6).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 94.06; Cu 13.06; Ni 1.52; Zn 1.26; Pb 0.132
Rev. — Ag 78.38; Cu 18.18; Zn 1.93; Ni 1.35; Pb 0.162
No.2 24/23.5mm; 7.50g;9h

No.3 22.5/22mm; 7.40 g; 3 h

No.4 22.5/21.5mm; 7.20 g; 8 h

Group VII

No. 1 23/20 mm; 7.05 g; 3 h. (fig. 7).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 82.89; Cu 14.87; Zn 1.27; Ni 0.85; Pb 0.132
Rev. — Ag 79.60; Cu 17.86; Zn 1.43; Ni 0.95; Pb 0.154
No.2 23/21.5mm; 7.50g; 3 h

Group VIII

No. 1 23/23 mm; 7.70 g; 4 h. (fig. 8).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 87.70; Cu 9.97; Zn 1.18; Ni 0.97; Pb 0.172
Rev. — Ag 79.34; Cu 17.29; Ni 1.63; Zn 1.58; Pb 0.157

No.2 22.5/23mm; 7.30g;5h
No.3 22/21.5mm; 7.40 g; 12 h
No.4 21/22mm;7.35g;9h
No.5 22/24mm; 7.70 g; 12 h
No.6 21.523mm;7.40¢g; 11h
No.7 22.5/23 mm; 7.30 g; 4 h
No. 8 22/22.5mm; 7.40¢g;3 h

No.9 21.5/23.5mm; 7.35g;9h
No. 10 23/22.5 mm; 8.00 g; 3 h
No. 11 21.5/24 mm; 7.15 g; 3 h
No. 12 23/22.5 mm; 7.45 g; 12 h

Group IX

No. 1 23/22 mm; 6.80 g; 4 h (Fig. 9).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 74.90; Cu 21.39; Zn 2.12; Ni 1.41; Pb 0.181
Rev. — Ag 84.75; Cu 11.81; Ni 1.93; Zn 1.18; Pb 0.33
No.2 23/22mm;7.80g;9h

No.3 23/21.5mm; 7.15g;9h

No.4 23.5/23.5mm; 7.80 g; 6 h

No.5 22/21.5mm;7.25¢g;12h

No. 6 23/22.5mm; 7.45g;7h

No.7 21.5/21.5 mm; 7.00 g; 9 h

No. 8 23/22mm; 7.65¢g;4h

[C BN Be) WLV, NN

Ne 12. 2020
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Group X

No. 1 22.5/21.5 mm; 7.35 g; 2 h (Fig. 10).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 82.33; Cu 14.35; Zn 1.87; Ni 1.29; Pb 0.160
Rev. — Ag 77.37; Cu 18.81; Zn 1.98; Ni 1.68; Pb 0.163

No.2 24/21.5mm; 7.70g; 1 h
No.3 22.5/22mm; 7.50g; 6 h
No.4 23.5/21 mm; 7.05 g;3 h
No.5 22.5/23 mm; 7.35¢g;3 h
No. 6 22/22mm; 7.50g;2 h

No.7 22/22.5mm; 7.25¢g;2h
No.8 23/22mm; 7.45¢g;5h

No.9 23/21.5mm; 7.75¢g;3 h
No. 10 23/21.5 mm; 7.75 g; 3 h
No. 11 23.5/21 mm; 7.40 g; 4 h
No. 12 24/22.5 mm; 7.50 g; 12 h
No. 13 23/22.5mm; 7.35g; 3 h

Group XI

No. 1 22.5/21.5 mm; 7.35 g; 12 h (Fig. 11).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 92.03; Cu 7.53; W 0.20; Ni 0.14; Pb 0.094

Rev. — Ag 81.49; Cu 17.31; Zn 0.58; Ni 0.34; Os 0.18; Pb 0.098

No.2 23/21.5mm; 7.25g;4h
No.3 22.5/23.5mm; 7.40 g; 9 h
No.4 21.5/22 mm; 7.20g; 7h
No.5 23/22 mm; 6.90 g; 4 h
No.6 21.5/22.5mm; 7.70 g;2 h
No.7 24/22.5mm;7.50¢g; 1 h
No. 8 21.521.5mm; 6.45¢g;8h

No.9 22.5/23 mm; 7.50g; 9 h
No. 10 23/22.5 mm; 6.90 g; 6 h
No. 11 21.5/21.5 mm; 7.00 g; 3 h
No. 12 22/23.5 mm; 7.15 g; 6 h
No.13 21.5/22 mm; 7.20g; 9 h
No. 14 23.5/20.5 mm; 7.30 g; 6 h
No. 1522/21.5mm; 7.10 g; 11 h
No. 16 22.5/22 mm; 7.25 g; 2 h
No. 17 22/22.5 mm; 7.25 g; 7h

Group XII

No. 1 22/21 mm; 6.75 g; 9 h (Fig. 12).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 57.59; Cu 34.96; Ni 3.86; Zn 3.08; Fe 0.32; Pb 0.191
Rev. — Ag 56.51; Cu 36.38; Ni 3.69; Zn 2.86; Fe 0.38; Pb 0.175
No.2 22.523 mm; 7.15g;9h

No.3 22/22mm; 7.30g;3 h
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No
No
No
No

.4
)
.6
.7

23/24.5mm; 7.35g;3 h
22.5/22 mm; 7.15g; 9 h
22/23 mm; 7.65 g; 9 h
22/22 mm; 7.15 g; 9 h

Group XIII
No. 1 22/23 mm; 7.45 g; 6 h (Fig. 13).
Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 62.90; Cu 34.11; Zn 1.83; Ni 0.54; Fe 0.48; Pb 0.130
Rev. — Ag 81.26; Cu 16.24; Zn 1.37; Ni 0.99; Pb 0.144

No.2 22.5/21.5 mm; 7.50 g; 12 h
No.3 22/21.5mm; 7.05¢g; 12 h
No.4 23.5/23.5mm; 7.05g; 6 h
No.5 23/23mm; 7.00 g; 3 h

No. 6 23.5/23 mm; 7.05 g; 9 h
No.7 22.5/23 mm; 7.60 g; 6 h
No. 8 24.5/23.5mm; 6.80 g;3 h
No.9 21.5/23.5mm; 7.30g; 12 h
Group X1V (No analysis)

No. 1 21.5/22 mm; 7.15 g; 9 h (Fig. 14).
No.2 22/22mm;7.30g;9h
No.3 22/22mm;7.05g;2h
No.4 22/20.5mm; 6.40 g; 12 h
No.5 22.5/21.5mm;7.30g;6h
No.6 22/22.5mm; 7.50g; 12 h
No.7 23/21.5mm; 7.05 g; 4 h
No.8 22/21.5mm; 7.40¢g;3 h
No.9 22.5/21.5mm; 7.30 g; 8 h
No. 10 22.5/23 mm; 6.80 g; 12 h

.11 23/22.5 mm; 6.45g; 6 h

Group XV
No. 1 21.5/22 mm; 7.20 g; 8 h (Fig. 15).
Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 74.10; Cu 23.98; Zn 0.77; Fe 0.52; N1 0.46; Pb 0.176
Rev. — Ag 81.50; Cu 14.39; Ni 1.84; Zn 1.28; Fe 0.79; Pb 0.195
No.

03 O\ L kAW

.9
.1022.5/23 mm; 7.35¢g;3 h
. 11 23/22 mm; 7.20 g; 9h
.12 22/23 mm; 7.15 g;9h

22/22 mm; 6.25 g; 6 h
23/22.5mm; 7.45¢g; 12 h
22.5/22.5 mm; 7.40 g; 9 h
23/23 mm; 6.85 g; 7 h
25/22.5 mm; 6.90 g; 6 h
22/22.5 mm; 7.20 g; 6 h
24.5/24.5 mm; 7.25g; 12 h
22/23 mm; 7.15 g; 3 h

Ne 12. 2020
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Group XVI

No. 1 22/22 mm; 7.00 g; 7 h (Fig. 16).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 76.34; Cu 21.27; Zn 1.57; Ni 0.74; Pb 0.080
Rev. — Ag 77.96; Cu 19.81; Zn 1.24; Ni 0.89; Pb 0.092

No.2 20.5/23.5mm; 6.85¢g;8h
No.3 21.5/22.5mm; 7.20 g; 3 h
No.4 22.523 mm; 7.25 g; 6 h
No.5 23/22mm;7.25¢g;12h
No. 6 22.5/22 mm; 7.30g; 12 h
No.7 22/22mm;7.05g;3 h
No. 8 23/21.5mm; 7.05 g;3 h

No.9 22/22.5mm; 7.10g;9h
No. 10 22/22.5 mm; 7.00 g; 3 h
No. 11 22.5/21.5 mm; 7.30 g; 8 h
No. 12 22/22.5 mm; 7.20 g; 8 h
No. 13 22.5/23 mm; 7.25 g; 8 h
No. 14 23/21.5 mm; 6.65 g; 3 h
No. 1522.5/22 mm; 7.30 g; 2 h
No. 16 22.5/23 mm; 7.60 g; 12 h
No. 17 22.5/23 mm; 8.00 g; 3 h
No. 18 22.5/22.5 mm; 7.55¢g;3 h
No. 19 22.5/22 mm; 7.25 g; 3 h
No. 20 22.5/21.5 mm; 6.90 g; 9 h
No. 21 23.5/22.5 mm; 6.80 g; 6 h
No. 22 23.5/22.5mm; 820 ¢g; 1 h
No. 23 22/22 mm; 7.50 g; 12 h
No. 24 23/23 mm; 7.70 g; 6 h
No. 25 22/23 mm; 7.00 g; 2 h
No. 26 22.5/22.5 mm; 7.10g; 1 h
No. 27 23/23 mm; 7.05 g; 9 h
No. 28 22.5/22 mm; 7.10 g; 3 h

Group XVII

No. 1 24/23.5 mm; 7.55 g; 6 h (Fig. 17).

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

Obv. — Ag 85.71; Cu 10.94; Zn 1.82; Ni 1.38; Pb 0.144
Rev. — Ag 83.93; Cu 12.27; Zn 2.14; Ni 1.52; Pb 0.141

No.2 24/23.5mm; 7.60 g; 8 h
No.3 24/22.5mm; 7.40 g; 12 h
No.4 23.5/23 mm; 7.00 g; 12 h
No.5 24.5/22 mm; 7.10g; 3 h
No. 6 23/23.5mm; 7.25¢g; 8 h
No.7 22.5/22.5mm; 6.95¢g;3 h
No. 8 23/23mm; 7.95¢g;5h
No.9 24/23.5mm; 7.15g; 12 h
No. 10 22.5/23 mm; 7.35g; 11 h
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No. 11 22.5/22.5 mm; 740 g; 9 h
No. 12 23.5/24 mm; 7.30 g; 3 h
No. 13 23/22.5 mm; 7.05 g; 3 h
No. 14 23/22 mm; 7.15 g; 6 h

A fragment of an object

Result of X-ray fluorescence analysis:

a/ Ag 94.87; Cu2.27; Fe 1.54; Au 0.91; Pb 0.250; Os 0.17
b/ Ag 96.05; Fe 1.60; Cu 1.38; Au 0.77; Pb 0.163; Ni 0.034

All coins without exception are of the same type. They can be quoted as follows (Forrer 1908:
150, Taf. XXXIIIL: 287; Dessewffy 1910: tab. 17—18, No. 417—441; Allen 1987: 26, 47—48,
fig. 4, pl. IIl: 39—45; Pink 1974: 54, 77—78, No. 3, Taf. XVI: 304—305; Castelin 1985: 52, 52,
164—165, No. 152, nos. 1317—1325; Gobl 1972: Taf. 26, Sattelkopfpferd, No. 300/7—300/14,
310—311; Predal973: 216—247, 526—531, pl. XLII—XLVII; Kostial 2003: 112—117,
No. 623—651).

The publications mentioned above do not provide information on discovered coin hoards south
of the Danube River from the territory of Bulgaria.

In general, the coin type is known and recognized as Mit Sattelkopfpferd and is positioned as
Stidosten. The term has been accepted by most of the researchers from continental Europe. D. Allen
defines the coins as type C2 (d).

C. Preda has worked out and released the hoards from Romania and named the coin type
according to the area where they have the highest concentration. He has labeled them as Tip Virteju-
Bucuresti. Because it is difficult to spell the name, we present it abbreviated by its two initial letters
V-B.

C. Preda localizes a total of 45 coin hoards of the mentioned coin type along the Lower
Danube. According to him, there are 40 hoards containing this coin type discovered in Romania and
5 coming from Bulgaria (Preda 1973: 215—247). He points to the following finds in Bulgaria:
Nikolovo 19 coins; Pirgovo 22 coins; Ruse 21 coins; Hursovo 20 coins; and Slivo Pole 19 coins
(Preda 1973: 215—247).

This information was available to the author while working on his book. Today we have new
information about the discoveries in Bulgaria. During the construction of Central Market (Central
Khali) in Ruse, a hoard was found containing coins of type V-B. The find was examined and
published by D. Dragoev (Dragoev 2013a: 99—103). Thus, to the 5 hoards announced by Preda, the
one from Khalite is also added. It is combined with other imitation types. D. Dragoev accepts the
hypothesis mentioned by other authors (Draganov 2008: 36—41) that it seems possible this coin
type was minted in the Ruse region. The discovery of coin matrices for these coins comes as an
argument.

The hoard presented here appears to be the seventh one in the row. The authors cannot
comment on the information about a similar find from the region of Vratsa region (Manov 2018:
245—260). The reason is the possible option that the published 2 coins were part of the same
numerous hoard we discuss now.

At present, several of the known hoards from Bulgaria containing the coin type considered here
remain unpublished. The publication of the ones from Pirgovo-1938 (ICHB I 2017) (Gerasimov
1939: 455) and Ruse-1969 (Gerasimov 1979: 138; ICHB 1 2017) is forthcoming. Both contain coins
of the type in question but are combined with other imitation coins. The collection of NIAM BAS
houses 23 coins from the hoard of Pirgovo-1938. Twenty pieces of them are imitations of type
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C2 (d) according to Allen or of type V-B after Preda, weighing almost identical to those published
here. The remaining 3 coins are imitations of Philip III with a higher weight of 15—16 g. From the
hoard from Ruse-1969, the number of the surviving coins is only 12. Ten of them are tetradrachms
with reduced weight and 2 drachms. Two coins alone belong to type C2 (d) after Allen or to type V-
B according to Preda.

The places where the hoards were discovered are also confirmed by the results of
archaeological excavations in the area of the city of Ruse (Dragoev 2013b: 94—98).

Among the new hoards with imitation coins repeating the types of the Macedonian kings, the
one considered here stands out clearly as a volume. It is also the largest one ever found south of the
Danube River. At the time of discovery it contained between 700 and 800 coins, and was
homogeneous in composition. The hoard was scattered in the period after 2007. Information about it
has been generally collected from secondary data and traces of the scattered coins. The object of the
work here presented is only the share of 179 coins from the collection of the Regional Museum of
History in Haskovo.

The exact location of the discovery is not yet known. There is unofficial information only that
it was found east of the Yantra River. All the rest of the coin hoards of this type have been found in
the area of Ruse. It seems possible that the hoard considered here was discovered there as well.

An interesting analysis shows the comparison of the volumes of this coin type on the left and
right banks of the Lower Danube. The total number of V-B type coins discovered along the left
bank of the Danube and analyzed by C. Preda is 906. It represents the sum of 40 coin hoards. There
are 100 coins within the announced 5 hoards from the right bank of the river. D. Dragoev released
12 more coins from Ruse (Dragoev 2013a: 99—104). M. Manov released 2 coins (Manov 2018:
pl. LIV: [—2).

Depending on the actual number of pieces within the hoard we are considering, the total
number of coins of this imitation type along the right bank could be 814 or 914. We mention this
only for information and on the occasion of the possibility that the coins were struck in various
places, including in the area on the right bank of the Danube. All these speculations to date are
indicative. Until the hoards from Bulgaria are published, no comparison can be made. Judging only
by the brief messages about coin finds, discrepancies often occur. An example comes the hoard
from the village of Harsovo, Razgrad region. It was declared by T. Gerasimov as Celtic imitations
of the type of Philip III Arrhidaeus. Furthermore, Gerasimov did not report the number of coins. In
his work, C. Preda points out a specific number for the same treasure — 20 coins. Often there are
no exact numbers of coins within the hoards at their discovery — they indicate only those that have
been seen or entered the museums. No one at this stage in Bulgaria has made an exact distinction
between the types of imitations of Philip II. In order to continue the work on the imitations,
repeating the coins of the Macedonian kings, the detailed publication of the coin finds from
Bulgaria is necessary.
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10, Quantity / Graphics Percent
6,25 (1) . 0.55
6,40 ) . 0.55
6,45 2) o 1.10
6,65 (1) . 0.55
6,70 ) . 0.55
6,75 (1) . 0.55
6,80 7 eccccee 3.85
6,85 3) ooe 1.65
6,90 ) eccoe 2.75
6,95 3) oo 1.65
7,00 (8) 00000000 4.40
7,05 (12) YT TYYYYYY) 6.60
7,10 ) eccoe 2.75
7,15 (14) 00000000000000 6.60
7,20 (10) YTYTYYIY) 5.50
7,25 (13) eccccccccccce 7.15
7,30 (16) 0000000000000000 8.80
7,35 (11) eccccccccce 6.05
7.40 (12) eccccccccce 6.60
7.45 (10) 0000000000 5.50
7.50 (15) eccccccccccccoe 8.25
7.55 3) ooe 1.65
7.60 3) ooe 1.65
7.65 (6) scccce 3.30
7.70 @) eccccce 3.85
7.75 2) oo 1.10
7.80 2) oo 1.10
7.95 2) oo 0.55
8.00 2) o 1.10
8.10 ) . 0.55
8.20 (1) . 0.55
9.00 (1) . 0.55

The weights of the coins conditionally divided into groups show the highest concentration

between 7.00 and 7.50 g:

Up to 6.95 g — 13.75%;

Up to 7.00 no 7.95 g — 83.05%;

Over 8.00 g — 2.75%.

A comparison with the weights of the coins from only a few finds shows that there is a large
coincidence for the concentration between 7 and 8 g:

Up to 6.95 g — 12.50%;

Between 7.00 to 7.95 g — 84.00%

Over 8.00 g — 3.22%.



MAUACIT Coin hoard with imitations of Philip II from Bulgaria 695
Ne 12.2020

The authors think that the overall picture will move in similar parameters. These results are for
guidance only and are comparable to other hoards.

Published data from Romanian treasures show the following summary results for the weights of
coins of the same type (Preda 1973: 216—227):

Up to 6.95g—16.20%
Between 7.00 to 7.95 g — 78.83%
Over 8.00 g— 4.66%

The statistical base of the findings from Romania is several times larger than ours and it
probably gives more accurate data. But even with small differences in percentages, there are many
similarities.

Although with fewer examples, the excerpt from M. Kostial's catalog also gives us orientation
(Kostial 2003: 112—117):

Up to 6.95 g—21.00%
Between 7.00 to 7.95 g — 68.00%
Over 8.00 g— 11.00%

Here the differences in percentages are greater. We take them for example only. That is
because the coins are not from coin hoards. They are randomly selected from a collection.

Still another important novelty is tracing the composition of the metal. The deposits of copper
compounds on the surface of the coins are obvious. In the case of coins struck from high-grade
silver, similar ones do not appear. The group analysis taken from one coin per group shows serious
differences in the percentages of silver. These differences are not only between individual coins, but
also between the samples from the obverse and the reverse of the same coin. The analysis is non-
destructive and was performed with an X-ray fluorescence apparatus'. The penetration depth is
between 10 and 20 microns. For this reason, it is not possible to say what is the composition inside
the coins.

Results by groups for the obverse and reverse of the coins:

Group AR Obv. % AR Rev. %
Group 1 89.16 80.55
Group 11 86.17 85.49
Group 111 85.83 85.49
Group IV 80.15 75.32
Group V 83.38 68.04
Group VI 94.06 78.38
Group VII 82.89 79.60
Group VIII 87.70 79.34
Group IX 74.90 84.75
Group X 82.33 77.37
Group XI 92.03 81.49
Group XII 57.59 56.51
Group XIII 62.90 81.26
Group XIV — —
Group XV 74.10 81.50
Group XVI 76.34 77.96
Group XVII 85.71 83.93

' Olympus The Xpert, XP-6500-CC.
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In total, the following result is obtained for the coins in the treasure:

Highest amount of silver — 94.06%
Lowest amount of silver — 65.51%

The biggest difference in silver content between the obverse and the reverse in one coin we see
in Group VI, 1 — 15.68%.

The conclusions are that there is definitely no strict standard for the silver content in the coin
blanks. In addition, insufficient good mixing of the alloy components during melting can be
observed.

Obviously the picture of the distribution of this coin type to the south-southeast in the area
between the Danube River and the Balkan Mountains needs to be supplemented. A special
phenomenon in the monetary circulation is emerging. The direction of penetration and spread of
coins of the types of Philip II, Alexander III and Philip III Arrhidacus was reversing. In the late 4™
and the first half of the 3 ¢. BCE the silver coins of the Macedonian kings were running north-
northwest. About the late 3™ and in the first half of the 2™ ¢. BCE the direction of spread of the
imitations changed. It returned to its source.

At this stage, the authors of the work here presented do not yet have a complete picture of the
penetration to the south-southeast. It is still not entirely certain whether the imitation coins
proceeded through the passes of Haemus. It is also not clear whether this imitation type was minted
south of the Danube River. There are claims concerning this possibility, but they have not yet been
proven (Draganov 2008).

Nevertheless, there is something that is indisputable. Money cannot be an arbitrary act. Behind
every currency is solid power. It is necessary to study the area of influence and the time of use of
imitations of this coin type and only then to make a thorough historical analysis.

The time of distribution and use of these coins south of the Danube River ceased in the 2™ c.
BCE. They mixed with similar imitation types. In Ruse-1969 (ICHB I 2017) and Ruse-1939
(Dragoev 2013b: 94) the combination is with tetradrachms of a similar type with reduced weight, as
well as with drachms — imitations of Philip III Arrhidaeus. In the hoard from Pirgovo-1938 they
are combined with tetradrachms — imitations of Philip III weighing from 14.85 to 16.57 g*. The
archaeological research of a pit complex in Ruse reveals the same results — a combination with
drachms imitating Alexander III and Philip III (Dragoev 2013b).

It is necessary to emphasize still another important observation that concerns the silver
imitation coins in today's Bulgarian territories. This is the lack of mixing this imitation type with
Thasos imitations. We can affirm that there is a noticeable hiatus between them. The true imitations
of the tetradrachms of the Island of Thasos appeared only after the first 2 or 3 decades of the 1% c.
BCE. The events occurring after 168 BCE dramatically changed the picture of the coin circulation
on the Balkans. The coin type considered here, as well as all similar ones, disappeared from the coin
circulation south of the Danube River as early as the mid 2" ¢. BCE (Prokopov 2016).

* The publication of this coin hoard by I. Prokopov is forthcoming.
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Fig. 3. Coin of the Group III.
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Fig. 5. Coin of the Group V.
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Fig. 6. Coin of the Group VI.
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Fig. 7. Coin of the Group VII.
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Fig. 8. Coin of the Group VIII.
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Fig. 9. Coin of the Group IX.
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Fig. 10. Coin of the Group X.
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Fig. 12. Coin of the Group XII.
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Fig. 13. Coin of the Group XIII.
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Fig. 14. Coin of the Group XIV.
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Fig. 15. Coin of the Group XV.
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Fig. 17. Coin of the Group XVII.



